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200 block of downtown Ripon. He hopes it uplifts th

Professor painting mural downtown
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“The inspiration came after the fire,” Salas said. ~T
thogha absut the sdea in Famary — a project down-
towm. something then would be guite visible, would be
ant sl for dhventowse which seems o be phle o

A deversiuniig fire.
Lty slonefmniz
A developer heing sund by the oin use i

[t's been o difficult fime for downtown Bipon Salas elabwmssted further on the Ripon Collese web-
But one local artiss bepes 1o rase Biponiies” spints oiie.

— alms] Biterally
Rafuc] Salas o Bipon mlree and an profiessor al
Hipon Callege, 15 creating  larger-than-Tife mural on
e south wall of 200 Warson 51
Wiorking alome stop a bucket ouck. Salas will pu
peand brush o stone all surmmner keag, enaliling the
community B fellw along with the creation of ~“The

“The mspersilaen ko crete this arbwork bepan inone-
SEHATLSE L0 repei cvents indowmtown Ripoen,” e wiobe,
“1 um retemng most significantly to the Watson Street
fire am Dec. 11, 2003, and the destructive oscome of
the Bowcw Grands devedopment project. This mural will

See MURALS pape 16



MURA Lotk continues all summer conined Jut,

remind us of the prowd hentagze
e share but also ol the mials swe
encounier.”

Salas began by approsehing
Frooy Farmel . who oaTs the bunldimg
o which the mral is beiing cre-
ated, a5 wiell as Bipon Maim Sireel
Manager Craig Telbom,

| Furreell] was all excited.” Salas
saic, neding Tebon embraced the
idea a5 well. “He seemed o support
il 2 |'||,.||'||i|." niiive '||:-'|'l|'i|'|E al
fentioen to downtiown.

With theose twao on boand, Salas
speent the mext dew manthe pertict-
ing an image e ele would Lifi the
sparits of fellow Kiponites.

“The lirst design I made =2
litthe more imagined. a lithe more
alleponeal.” Salas ssud, =Tk i 1w
a few of my colleagues, amd they
chiddn 't gren on 105 a poehc imiagn-
tion of the Midwestem landscape
L0 lewakey b emne Dikee thie veew | =ce
ol of my windoss, which sees the
Ceresco prsne oul of my office,
Tt |'||,.|I i|r1|.:- HIy] .ill"h'\lil.' r|:|'|||3-.::'|'|l..i|
f1om.

"Peaples critigque wir that the
desizn should commumicate o lidle
imore Clearly.”

Instead, he setiled on a desizn
Ut imwcorported Ripon's nots:
Ceresen's Lomg Howse,

According w the colleae’s wib-
siie, T cormvrw®s will describe g
woerve o eleriinens, .|'|'II'.||'I.'_':¢' el PFETaR-
wendeties i e face af confiies I
powireeys e ortpnod Levny Hinese,
Pl dr crvalte o o sewele
o Llterprinars aedealy cm the Wiscen
i pdivie. Flee eporivnisn et
|'|.'1:_I;']..'I.'|'.|'||.'|' I '._.'H.'an.l'JJn:' CReET .-f,l"
Ripww tvelf i reflecred e viseaed
puvernent angd smontsewiol e
oif it meral. Hevcerver; Sieieh ife

RAFAEL SALAS WORKS ztop a cherry-picker as he paints
the wall adjacent to Farrell's Fine Furnishings. fan Stepkelon phok
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ek W ees i1 coviirass e thar
eespRrnaiaent grp e soippwares crvved far
fresses Hiet st 5t .

“Mv el i ihar wewers will
firnel inipiveationn in this artwork, e
|'-'.'II|I-!'-!II.'"'-'-EJI ﬂ.‘.lr.-.lh'.l'n:'.;.':w .I'.||.;' .'rr.-\.'r.l:.l.r:'v
we lerve Qagred amd challenges thar we

Jerce v cowrmnenity, 1 desimeoed

iis el fow the Ripont commeerity
eerted o Kipsems Coallewe Ropetier: We
shetre the some legaey and mist
mirve forwary fegether ay well.”

Sketches of the mural, as well
as other relaed examples of his ant
wink, can be viewed at the Ans of
Drycholah Crallery in Green Lake,
S0 Mill 54

Lat week, Salas began the
archioss task of actually creating
the full-stee version on the Farell™s
wall,

“I hisd @ Coirseton SO 10 .
He |'rri|11|:-.cl and painted the back-
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ground o a color of my specifica-
Lo, Salas s, “Then [ creaed
a grid to be able o scale up the
smitller study,”

He'll comtinue wiorking throwugh-
ot the summer on the murl, ex
pecting 1o fimish it by August. The
project i funded ﬂ'II'I:'IIJ.I_J] #5400
grani fromy Ripon College as a wan
to enhunce the Carnpus. Comami

Reaction of passers-by “has
heen surprsing and readly wonde
ful.” e said, “People’s responses
have been universally posiive,
Been getfing [a 1ot of | thumbs wp .

“That's awesome — that's wlhi
this is rezl [y aboan.”

A hie explained. Salkas 1501
daing this for personal recogniton
15 whaonst the community.

T heopee that people recognize it
for what 1t 15 a conversabion aboa
oalselves” he said. 71 E‘H.1J‘lr." 1|'I|':}"|J
find insparution in the atwork”

S |

o



